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NABLAB and the law!



NABLAB definition



beer = fermented beverage ≥ 60% malt 
(barley or wheat) 

link

NABLAB definition

https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=nl&la=N&cn=1993033131&table_name=wet


Belgium:

Non-alcoholic beer: < 0,5%vol, >2,2°Pt

Low-alcoholic beer: < 1,2 %vol, >2,2°Pt

31 MAART 1993. - Koninklijk besluit betreffende bier.

ART 4 §2 and §3

NABLAB definition BE

link

https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=nl&la=N&cn=1993033131&table_name=wet


The Netherlands

Art.7c: The designation alcohol-free beer may only be used for 
beer that contains a maximum of 0.1 percent alcohol by volume 
and has an extract content of the original wort of at least 4%.

Link (Warenwetbesluit Gereserveerde aanduidingen)

NABLAB definition NL

https://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBR0009499/2017-07-01


Art.7d: 
The designation low-alcohol beer may only be used for 
beer that contains more than 0.1 and a maximum of 1.2 
percent alcohol by volume and has an extract content 
of the original wort of at least 4%.van de stamwort heeft van ten minste 4%.

NABLAB definition NL



Art.7a:

The designation lemonade or soft drink may only be used 
for a drink that does not contain alcohol, unless this is 
unintentionally and unavoidably present due to a natural 
fermentation process to a content of no more than 5 grams 
of ethyl alcohol per liter, and which consists of...

= 0.63% ABV

NABLAB definition NL



NABLAB definition



NABLAB definition



NABLAB labeling



NABLAB labeling



(k) with respect to beverages containing more 
than 1,2 % by volume of alcohol, the actual 
alcoholic strength by volume

NABLAB labeling



(k) with respect to beverages 
containing more than 1,2 % by 
volume of alcohol, the actual 
alcoholic strength by volume

no obligation on 
NABLAB to mention ABV

NABLAB labeling



The mandatory 
nutrition 
declaration shall 
include the 
following:

Nutritional values,

Ingredients

Allergens in bold

NABLAB labeling



NABLAB labeling

Art 16- 4. Without prejudice to other Union provisions 
requiring a list of ingredients or a mandatory nutrition 
declaration, the particulars referred to in points (b) and (l) 
of Article 9(1) shall not be mandatory for beverages 
containing more than 1,2 % by volume of alcohol.
Article 41 Alcoholic beverages Member States may, 
pending the adoption of the Union provisions referred to in 
Article 16(4), maintain national measures as regards the 
listing of ingredients in the case of beverages containing 
more than 1,2 % by volume of alcohol.



NABLAB labeling
In March 2015 brewers 
announced a commitment to 
progressively implementing 
ingredients listing and 
nutrition information of beers 
across the EU, following the 
rules as laid down in 
Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011. 



NABLAB excise



NABLAB excise
Excise duties are due in the Member 
State where the goods are consumed, 
which makes proper inspection 
important for every Member State.

You can consult the Belgian excise rates 
at www.fisconetplus.be

http://www.fisconetplus.be/


NABLAB excise

BE: brochure accijnzen (excise)

Law of 21 DECEMBER 2009

Need an extra permit 
excise establishment alcohol-free drinks and coffee

Breweries have excise establishment for beer!

https://financien.belgium.be/sites/default/files/Customs/Brochures/Accijnzen/Brochure_Accijnzen_Alcoholvrije_dranken_en_Koffie_NL.pdf


NABLAB excise

BE: no alcohol <0,5 %

3,7519 €/hl 
= 0,012 € / 33 cl



NABLAB excise

BE: low alcohol < 1,2 %
beer excise
2.0043 €/hL/°P 

12,0258 €/hl a 6,5 °Pt (=6)
0,04 €/33 cl



NABLAB excise
the Netherlands: verbruiksbelasting

Need a permit 
excise establishment 
Alcohol-free drinks 
link

https://www.belastingdienst.nl/wps/wcm/connect/bldcontentnl/themaoverstijgend/brochures_en_publicaties/informatie_bij_het_gebruik_van_vergunningen_voor_opslag_en_vervaardiging_van_verbruiksbelastinggoederen


NABLAB excise
the Netherlands: verbruiksbelasting

0,086 €/33cl

https://download.belastingdienst.nl/douane/docs/tarievenlijst-accijns-acc0552z92fd.pdf


NABLAB excise
the Netherlands: verbruiksbelasting
Now on ABV

https://download.belastingdienst.nl/douane/docs/tarievenlijst-accijns-acc0552z92fd.pdf


NABLAB advertising



NABLAB advertising
BE:  

advertising for BEER is regulated:
convenant

regulation for NAB < 0,5%ABV
no regulation

LAB > 0,5% ABVà convenant

https://www.reclamecode.nl/nrc/reclamecode-voor-alcoholhoudende-dranken-rva/


NABLAB advertising
NL: 

advertising for BEER is regulated:
RvA

regulation for NABLAB < 0,5%ABV

RvAAB

https://www.reclamecode.nl/nrc/reclamecode-voor-alcoholhoudende-dranken-rva/
https://www.reclamecode.nl/nrc/reclamecode-voor-alcoholvrij-en-alcoholarm-bier-rvaab/


NABLAB sale to minors
BE: > 0,5 %vol: min. 16 years old

NAB can be sold to anyone 

https://www.vad.be/assets/vad_alcoholwetgeving_beschikbaarheid_prijs


NABLAB sale to minors



NABLAB sale to minors
NL: > 0,1 %ABV: min. 18 years old

alcoholwet

NAB <0,1 %ABV can be sold to anyone
LAB min. 18 y 

https://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBR0002458/2024-01-01


NABLAB and the law!
Always check when in doubt! 
Laws are subject to changes and 
interpretation



the court has spoken


